Tt 


LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL , 


Ht/t 

^-13  OC  T4S  II - 

Interim  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  19.H5.  _ 


Zp^the^ChaiCTnan .and  Member s_of_the  Lanchester  Rttral  District  Oounp.il  . 
Mr.,. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


nr,  w  ,  n,  I.5ave  Pleasure  in  presenting  the  Interim  Reno 

yearh194l?lth  ^  Sanitary  Gil>cumstances  of  your  district  for  the 

n articular! v  cn  a  fairly  sat isfactory  year  is  reported 

The  Vital  Stat^t^n*?^  a  period  of  years  under  war  conditions. 

ne  vital  statistics,  with  the  exception  of  the  Infant  Mortalitv 
Rate,  compares  favourably  with  similar  districts. 

„  i  j  .  .  There  are  many  difficulties  facing  us  in  the 

reconstruction  period,  of  which  housing  is  the  arealeSt/  This 
particular  problem  has  been  faced  up  to  with  much  Yner  y,  and  the 
afe.d?:eng  all  in  their  power  to  deal  with  it.  It  is  to  he 

laho^rr’difficulties°wil?t-hrla;LS  soon  be  remoVed>  and  that  the 

improvements  Coonl,be  ^de^^fso^ 

your  support  in  all  L£££  ~  ^ 

I  am. 


Yours  faithfully, 

J.G.  Walker, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


OCTOBER.  IQJiS. 


Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
LANCHESTER, 


;/  »• 
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LANCHE3TER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUITCIL 


-nterim  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Year  Ending  December ,31 st. 1945* 


Summary  of  General  &  Vital  Statistics* 


Area  in  Acres  44,243 

Population  (Census  1931)  16,413 

Population  (Mid-year  1945)  14,000 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  rate-books.  4,091 

Reduced  Rateable  Value  £67,279 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £253 

Births  .during  the  year  262 

Birthrate  18.7 

Deaths  during  the  year  159  ' 

Crude  Deathrate  i  It. 3 

Infantile  Mortality-rate  61.0 

Tuberculoses  Death-rate  0.30 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death-rate  0.28 

Nor-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death-rate  0,2 R 

Zymotic  Death-rate  0.21 


Special  Causes  of  Sickne ss. 

There  were  no  special  causes  of  sickness  during  the  year. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statist! os._ __ 


Total. 

M. 

P. 

Live  (Legitimate 

B  i  r  ths  \  1 1 ::  e gi t  ima t  e 

250 

12 

121 

7 

129 

5 

Birthrate  per  t,000  of 
ths  estimated  resident 
population  18.7 

Totals. • • 

262 

128 

134 

Total  I  .ve  Births) 
Legitimate  and  ) 
Illegitimate  ) 

262 

Still  (Legitimate 

Bir  ths  (tit  ogitimate 

■4 

1 

3 

1. 

1 

Rate  per  1 ,000  tota ' 
(Live  and  Still) 

Births  18*7 

5 

3 

2 

Deaths  Iron  all  Causes 

159 

69 

90 

Deathrate  per  1 ,000 
of  estimated  resident 
population  11.3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  l)  Rate  per  1,000  total  ('Live  and 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  3  Still)  Births  3*7 

Causes.  ) 

Deathrace  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  AgeJ- 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  6l .0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  56*0 
Illegitimate  infants  per  11,000  illegitimate  live  birthsl66»6 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  21. 

Deaths  from  Measles  1* 

Deat.is  from  Who  oping  Cough  1  . 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  1. 

Population  Estimated  by  the  Registrar  G-eneral  (1945)  14$C00 


Causes  of  Death  in  Lanchester  Rural  District,  1 943 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females. 

All  Causes:- 

69 

90 

1.  Typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fevers. 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever. 

- 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

2 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

mm 

9.  Influenza 

— 

— 

10.  Measles 

mm 

1 

11.  Acute  polio-myelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis 

— 

12.  Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis. 

13.  Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity} 

- 

— 

Oancer  of  Uterus  ) 

— 

2 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

4 

13.  Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites. 

4 

7 

17.  Diabetes 

— 

18.  Inter-cranial  vascular  lesions. 

9  1 

11 

19.  Heart  Disease 

15 

27 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. 

5 

1 

21 .  Bronchitis 

3 

3 

22.  Pneumonia 

mm 

4 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

- 

- 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

— 

23.  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

- 

1 

26.  Appendicitis 

— 

1 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1i 

5 

28.  Nephritis 

2 

1 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis 

- 

1 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes 

- 

- 

31 .  Premature  Birth. 

- 

e 

32.  Congenital  Malformity,  Birth  Injuries  etc. , 

5 

y 

33.  Suicide 

« 

1 

34*  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

1 

33.  Other  Violent  Causes 

3 

2 

36.  All  other  Causes. 

9 

9 

ZYMOT  I C  DEATH  -RATE . 

There  were  three  deaths  from  the  principal  infectious 
diseases  during  1945,  One  each  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and 
Diarrhoea.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  was  0.21,  the  same  as  in  1944* 
The  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  was  0.18. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE. 


There  were  1 6  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
compared  with  18  last  year,  which  gives  an  infant  mortality-rate  of 
6l.*0*  This  is  below  last  yearns  rate  which  was  63.1* 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  -  Lanchester  Rural  District  6l .0 

11  -  Administrative  County  50.0 

”  -  England  and  Wales  48.0 

"  "  "  -  148  Towns  v/ith  Population 

23 ,000  to  30,000  43.0 


.  .  .  ft 


. 


r\ 


GSWSRtf. 


* 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority; - 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  HeaLth,  John  0.  Walker,  M.R.C.S. ,  L*R,C*P,, 

D.P.H# 

Whole-time  Officer  for  the  Joint  Areas  of  Lanchester  Rural 
and  Oonsett  Urban  District  Councils. 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspectors:- 

O.  Rowe?  Certificate  of  S*I.B.,  and  Meat  Inspectors  Certificate 

(Senior  Inspector) • 

P. B.  Terry,  Certificate  of  S.I.B.  and  Meat  Inspectors  Certificate 
50%  of  the  above  Officers  Salaries  are  payable  from  County  Funds. 

Clerk;-  K.  Robertshaw. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

There  were  i 1 6  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
(other  than  Tuberculosis)  compared  with  11. 3  in  1944*  Measles 
were  again  prevalent  and  accounted  for  ~J6  cases  of  the  11$. 


—  -  . .  — _ 

Disease 

Number 

of 

Notifications 

Number 
Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

3 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

_ 

Pneumonia 

12 

3 

Enteric  (Para-Typhoid) 

2 

2 

Measles 

76 

L+ 

Whooping  Cough 

14 

^ . 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

TOTALS . 

116 

H4  . 

. . .  r.  j 

— * — 1- . .  1  ■>■... .  ^ 

Hun-civilian  oases  are  not  included  in  these  figures. 

Bntepic  Fever. 

Two  cases  of  para-typhoid  were  notified  during  the  year. 

These  cases  and  one  notified  during  1944?  were  linked  up  v/ith  a 
case  recurring  in  February  '1914.6,  and  subsequently  found  to  be  due 
to  an  intermittent  carrier  who  was  employed  as  a  Cook  in  a  Colliery 
Canteen.  Appropriate  steps  were  taken  to  deal  v/ith  the  carrier 
concerned. 

Scarlet  Feiuer. 

There  was  a  decline  in  cases  compared  v/ith  1944?  6  cases 
against  21.  The  type  of  disease  was  mild  and  generally  free 
from  complications.  There  v/ere  no  deaths.  Three  cases  were 
successfully  treated  at  home  v/ith  no  ill-effects  and  "return" 
cases  were  absent. 
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DIPHTHERIA . 


There  were  3  cases  notified  during  1945  compared  with  11 
in  1944#  Of  the  3  patients  contracting  this  disease: - 

1  was  over  15  years  of  age 

2  were  over  5  and  under  15  years  of  age,  and  one 
of  these  was  an  immunised  child. 


DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATH 8  SIUCE  1952, 


Year. 

Oases  Notified. 
(Resident  Population) 

Deaths. 

1932 

16 

2 

1933 

26 

4 

1934 

63 

8 

1935 

48 

10 

1936 

66 

5 

1937 

91 

12 

1938 

60 

4 

1939 

7 

1940 

5 

— 

1941 

12 

— 

1942 

10 

M 

1943 

14 

1944 

11 

1 

1 945 

3 

- 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  CAMPAIGN,  ~  The  results  of  the  measures 
taken  have  heen  satisfactory,  5he  adjusted  figures  at  the  end  of 
1 945  were : - 


Children  under  3  years  receiving  2  doses  of  A.P.T, 

Children  5-15  "  "  "  "  "  " 


in  1945  -  135 

v"  "  -  162 


The  following  are  the  percentages  of  immunised  children 
in  your  area  at  the  end  of  1945* 

Under  5  years  -  34$ 

5-14  years  -  77  .7$ 

Strong  efforts  arevheing  made  to  increase  the  numbers  in 
the  lower  age-group, 

SCABIES, 

There  were  77  actual  cases  and  71  contacts  treated  in 
their  own  homes  during  the  year,  A  number  of  these  cases  are 
complicated  by  other  skin  conditions,  e.g.  impetigo.  The  number 
of  families  involved  was  32,  and  in  13  of  these  it  v^as  found  to  be 
a  re- infestation. 

The  cases  were  widespread  throughout  the  area,  Burnhope'i 
Lanchester,  Hollinside,  Holmside,  Hill  Top,  Malton  Colliery,  Rowley 
and  Oastleside  all  furnishing  cases. 

On  receipt  of  information  through  schools,  Health  Visitor 
or  Doctor,  the  ’homes’  are  visited  and  appropriate  advice  and 
treatment  furnished. 


TUBERCULOSIS, 

The  number  of  new  notifications  during  1945  was  24* 
The  position  is  shown  in  the  following  table ,  which  gives  the 
notifications  etc.,  since  1938, 


YEAR. 

TOTAL 

NOTIF¬ 

ICAT¬ 

IONS. 

PUL¬ 

MONARY. 

NON¬ 

PUL- 

MONARY 

DEATHS . 

RECOVERED 

REMOVED 

FROM 

AREA. 

1938 

24 

16 

8 

3 

9 

5 

1939 

20 

8 

12 

7 

6 

3 

1940 

11 

7 

4 

7 

2 

1941 

24 

15 

9 

5 

0 

2 

194 2 

15 

10 

5 

6 

5 

4 

1943 

15 

1© 

5 

4 

4 

7 

1944 

14 

4 

10 

4 

3 

2 

1945 

24 

14 

10 

8 

8 

3 

i 


I 


V 
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The  state  of  the  register  at  the  hegining  of  1938  was  87 
pulmonary  and  36  non-pulmonary  cases,  at  the  end  of  1945  the 
corresponding  figures  were  6l  and  49,  e 

The  housing  of  tubercular  families  has  received  attention 
±n  y our  district  for  many  years,  and  whilst  war  conditions  have 

building^  families ^n  P^rs”hoUsi^j  owing  to  the  cessation  of 
when^ort^itrpresentt  ll ^.stances  apa  choused  as  and 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

With  one  exception,  generally  speakino-  th-  qnmiip0 
the  mains  of  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  was  ouit^at 
throughout  the  year.  The  exception  was  the  wl stern  plr^  of 
lllltf  t1?11  is  Principally  composed  of  the  Counch^ousing  ^°PS 
Estate.  Being  at  a  much  higher  level  than  the  remainder  of  the 

much3?6’  ln_tern\lUent  suPP1y r  due  to  heavy  demands  by  places  at 

levels,  became  acutely  inconvenient  at  time!,  especiallv 

system  LacYoYnY'T't are  provid3d  with  a  low-pressure  hot  water 
thf  ISard  lfP  in  = V  Y  T  main  is  the  root  cause,  and  until 
duolicatfnn  -a  ?  position  to  carry  out  their  programme  of 

caS  be  antic?4?eYS  4  I?eeJ  increased  demands,  this  complaint 

see  th=  solution  of  +4  1?  h°ped  1?owevere  that  191)6  will  at  least 
dUtlon  of  tnis  inconvenience  much  nearer,  as  the  Board 

to^ the  LoudaH?nC°pmenCed-With  an  auxiliavy  main  to  feed  direct 

uhSltely  receiveI?erV°lr’  fr0m  "hi°h  the  Burnhope  supply  Is 

a  source1'ofarth=a+?^eS+tc  i?olated  houses  still  continue  to  be 
of  existing  onn^ft ^Yaotlon  an  many  cases  and  seeking  improvement 
achieve  n  fob  dltaons  usualdy  prove  a  long  drawn  out  process  to 
The  Idleiit  of  the°w^y  solution  as  no  mains  supply  is  available. 
weYavI  had  to®1,  f  3ewa3e  Aot>  ls  ths  best  approach 

in  thlt  with  the  4?!  YSh°1V“g  those  Pointed  house  problems. 

Law  with  p  ^  introduction  ol  a  principal  main  linking  Tow 

pSaaXilitv ^ofyb^YnSS-the  Westepu  portion  of  the  area,  toe 
branch  Pipes  from  this  main  will  bring  a  mains 

ea?lv  acco™hYa0h+0f  man?  isolated  houses,  Whether  this  is  an 
is  nearer  *ewaqY°ti,n0*’  remains  to  be  seen,  but,  the  possibility 

revenue  in  rew?h  ?  e®  p?st  the  faot  of  thy  very  l°w  Possible 

Duri  nlthe01^  to  Capltal  cost,  has  always  vetoed  the  proposition, 
dealt  with  throo  ^ea:T  seven  cases  of  private  supplies  have  been 
hr?\h?Ving  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with  at 

Edn^ndbvr  es *  f  °Use  Parm’  Wasker>ley,  and  Burnside  Cottage, 

Chinev  Hall\n^hLo?^.  cases  at  Coombfield,  High  Hermitage 

at  the  end  of  the  year?tSflSld  FarTl1s?  were  ths  sub3ect  of  negotiations 

during  the  ?n?Ply  ^olr[ls:i-d-e  Villa,  Holrnside,  was  abandoned 

Board.  Mains.  &nd  a  supply  ^aken  from  the  Durham  County  Water 

was  sub^fTtntS^  thS  SVring  supply  at  Lizards  Farm,  Lanchester, 
the  f arm. ltUted  by  a  malns  ^P3^  to  meet  the  increasing  needs  of 


SANmRY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


performed  during  glVeS  ’brle:f  details  of  the  »°ric 
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Foul  Conditions. 

Structural  Defects. 
Overcrowding. 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops. 
Cowsheds. 

Bakehouses. 

Slaughterhouses . 

Ash-pits  and  Privies. 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure. 
Waterclosets. 

Defective  Yard  Paving. 
Drainage  Faults. 

Water  Supply* 

Pig-sties. 

Animals  Improperly  Kept. 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Other  Nuisances, 


Informal 

Notices. 

Formal 

Notices. 

Nuisances 

Abated. 

12 

M 

431 

- 

203 

8 

2 

16 

— 

8 

29 

- 

22 

- 

- 

- 

— 

95 

- 

27 

668 

— 

668 

21 

— 

12 

9 

~ 

6 

39 

— 

68 

39 

- 

33 

— - 

— 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

-  1 

— 

— 

M- 

613 

.  r 

- 

599 

2032 

- 

.  1661  i 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE* 

No  major  works  of  development  to  Council  Sewers  or  Sewage 
Works  have  "been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Drainage  works  have  beeni  mostly  confined  to  isolated  houses 
where  new  drainage  and  disposal  systems  are  a  necessary  preliminary 
to  provide  for  W.C.  Sanitary  accomodation  as  such  houses  are  remote 
from  sewer Sc 

During  the  year  Manor  House  Farm  was  re-drained  and  connected 
to  the  public  sewer. 

Square  House  Farm  and  six  Cottages ,  and  West  Hamsteels, 
Whitehall  and  Throstle  Nest  Farms,  together  with  Bargate  Farm  and 
Cottage,  all  had  new  drainage  schemes  completed  during  the  year. 

CLOSET  ACCOMODATION. 

During  the  year  five  privy-conversions  were  made,  involving 
one  privy  and  four  privy- ash-pits ,  while  two  additional  W.GS.  were 
provided  by  alteration.  One  privy-ash-pit  was  replaced  by  a  new  ash- 
closet  at  Springwell  Farm,  Butsfield.  The  revised  figures  for  the 
sanitary  accomodation  in  the  area  are:- 


W*Cs. 

3251 

Ash-Closets. 

695 

Pail  Closets. 

15 

Privy  Ash-Pits. 

287 

Privies. 

77 

Chemical  Closets. 

3 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Not  unexpectedly  the  contract  costs  showed  an  increase,  the 
average  cost  per  housebeing  16/8-g-d  as  against  13/0^-d  last  year. 

The  work  in  Esh  Nos. 4  and  5  and  Hedleyhope  districts  was 
very  unsatisfactory,  and  in  each  case  alternative  contractors  had 
to  be  found,  and  the  original  contracts  cancelled. 

This  position  promoted  the  initiation  of  the  direct  labo  ur 
scheme,  which,  after  months  of  delay  in  obtaining  the  vehicles,  was 
commenced  on  the  4th.  June. 

The  scheme  operated  over  Lanchester  Village,  Castleside, 
Quebec,  Hamsteels,  Esh  Village, Hill  Top,  Cornsay  Colliery  and 
nedleyhope. villages,  and  good  team  work  and  regular  collection  soon 


J  • 


made  themselves  manifest,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  scheme  was  justifying  itself  under  the  worst 
possible  conditions  for  economic  operation,  in  that  the  districts 
involved  were  widely  separated,  involved  the  worst  street  and 
sanitary  convenience  conditions. 

Expansion  of  the  scheme  however  would  prove  easier  "because 
the  more  populous  and  collected  areas  would  "be  concerned  and  this 
should  assist  in  balancing  the  time  factor  involved  in  travelling 
long  distances  for  small  collections  in  the  scheme  in  operation 
at  present. 

The  scheme  for  a  standard  bin  was  also  adopted  during  the 
year,  and  the  issue  of  new  bins  to  properties  on  demand  by  an  owner 
at  a  small  charge  over  cost-price,  is  working  quite  well  and  doing 
much  to  bring  notice  of  unsuitable  ash-bins  quickly  to  notice  and 
remedy. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1957. 

The  end  of  the  year  saw  a  new  industry,  the  production  of 
cosmetics,  established  in  temporary  premises  in  Lanches'':er  Village. 

Although  siting  arrangements  had  been  agreed  for  the 
permanent  housing  of  this  industry,  no  commencement  had  been  made 
at  the  end  of  the  year?  This  is  desirable  because  temporary 
arrangements  and  the  expansion  of  business  do  not  always  augur 
well  for  the  conditions  under  whjich  employees  work. 

There  was  trouble  with  smoke  and  grit  nuisance  from  the 
^astleside  Smelt  Mills  during  the  year,  caused  by  the  burning 
of  dross  in  the  reclamation  of  alloys.  Treatment;  of  smaller 
amounts  of  material  at  one  time  was  agreed  upon  as  a  mitigating 
measure  until  such  time  as  the  negotiations  for  a  more  remote  site 
for  this  phase  of  the  work  could  be  concluded. 

There  are  29  Factories  with  Power  and  29  without  power 
in  the  area, 

SHOPS  ACT . 

No  formal  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 


HOUSING . 

No  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  but,  on  the 
30th.  July,  commencement  was  made  on  the  Burnhope  site  v  !.th  the 
first  36  permanent  houses  in  the  post-war  programme  of  300  such, 
houses*  At  the  end  of  the  year  10  houses  were  near  to  completion 
for  letting  early  in  1946,  while  site  negotiations  at  Lanchester 
and  Langlej?-  Park  were  in  progress  and  lay-out  proposals  on  the 
Castleside  estate  were  under  consideration.  This  beginning 
towards  the  solution  of  the  housing  problem  is  most  encouraging 
after  the  years  of  stagnation  in  such  matters  due  to  the  war. 

Great  as  the  demand  is  for  additional  housed',  he 
conditions  in  houses  deemed  unfit  seven  to  eight  years  ago  cannot 
be  overlooked,  and  would  indicate  that  a  policy  of  sirmiH  '‘aneously 
dealing  with  additional  and  replacement  housing  will  be  ;he  best 
course  to  pursue  when  the  present  scheme  is  completed* 

RURAL  HOUSING. 

The  issue  of  the  Hobhouse  Report:  brought  into  being  a 
County  Gnmmittee.  The  recommendations  of  the  report  were  considered 
at  several  meetings  held  by  Officers  of  the  Rural  Authorities  in 
the  County.  As  a  result,  a  standard  for  houses  in  Rural  Areas  was 
agreed  upon  for  comparative  judgement  in  the  proposed  survey,  as 
was  a  'points’  scheme  for  uniformity  of  assessing  the  inspection 
results.  An  inspection  sheet  was  adopted,  in  collaborat iom  with 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  Association,  Northern  Centre,  for  use  in 
the  actual  inspection.  The  standard  house  agreed  upon  was  the 
usual  type  of  house  built  by  a  Local  Authority, 


CIVIL  building  control. 


This  scheme  was  introduced  as  from  the  1st,  August,  and 
was  designed  to  confine  building  repairs  and  alterations  to 
’  essentials ’ • 

The  policy  of ’make  do’  imposed  by  the  demands  of  war 
years  soon  showed  that  house  Owners  were  tired  of  it,  and  the 
replacement  of  drab,  facades  by  bright  new  paint-work  has  much 
to  commend  it  after  the  austerity  of  war  years. 

Naturally  this  licensing  work  has  demanded  much  time 
in  inspection,  but,  it  is  worthwhile.  This  urge  for  improvement 
and  repairs  is  a  policy  we  cannot  quarrel  with.  Modern  facilities 
and  property  in  good  repair  is  what  we  always  aspired  to  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  policy  will  continue  and  the  materials  position  will 
be  able  to  cope  with  the  demand  without  detriment  to  the  needs  for 
new  houses#  73  Licences  were  issued  from  the  inception  of  the 
scheme  to  the  end  of  the  year, 

OVERCROWDING,,. 

The  position  is  much  the  same  as  last  year,  newly  married 
members  of  a  family  continuing  to  reside  with  parents  or  other 
relative,  and  not  necessarily  overcrowding  the  house. 

To  get  a  true  picture  of  the  position  however  it  will 
be  necessary  to  take  at  some  time  in  the  near  future,  a  population 
survey  much  on  the  same  limes  as  was  carried  out  for  the  1935 


overcrowding  survey, 

HOUSING  ST  iTISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1945. 

1,  Inspection  of  Dwollings-Houses  during  the  year:- 

1,  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts.  157 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  209 

2,  (a)  Humber  of  houses  recorded  and  inspected  under 

Housing  Act,  1936,  155 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  273 

3#  lumber  of  houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation 

in  all  respects.  2 4 

4#  Number  of  houses  found  not  in  all  respects  fit  104 

5,  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action  65 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

Sixteen  cases  of  rat  infestation  of  properties  were  dealt 
with  during  the  year  and  practically  all  were  associated  with 
faulty  drainage  conditions  due  to  subsidence.  The  sewer  treatment 
scheme  should  do  much  to  reduce  or  eliminate  these  instances  when 
it  is  carried  out. 


MILK  SUPPLY 


The  following  are  the  main  facts  relating  to  the 

milk  supply 


No. 

»» 

« 

i* 


of  Registered  Farms. 

”  "  Cowsheds. 

"  Farms  Registered  during  the  Year. 
M  H  Discontinued  11  ”  u 


No.  of  Registered  Producer/Wholesalers* 

M  M  u  11  /Retailers. 

11  ”  11  u  /Wholesalers/Retailers. 

"  M  ”  Buttermakers. 

No.  Registered.,  hut  for  own  use  only 


165 

2111 

i 


106 

29 

14 

14 

2 


DESIGNATED  MILK  PRODUCTION. 


No.  of  Producers  of  T.T.  Milk  4 

"  ”  ”  M  Accredited  Milk  46 

*’  M  Supplementary  licences  issued 
for  Pasteurised  Milk.  1 

Number  of  Licensed  T.T.  Retailers.  1 


Although  some  schemes  of  modernisation  or  replacement  of 
dairy  premises  have  been  agreed  with  the  Owners.,  shortage  of 
materials  etc.,  have  curtailed  the  actual  aocompliohment  of  all 
schemes  proposed  during  the  year. 

Complete  new  cowshed  and  dairy  premises  were  completed  at 
Greenwell  Farrrr,  Lanchester,  while  at  Springwell  Farm,  Butsfield 
reconstruction  and  enlargement  of  the  cowsheds  were  completed  in 
addition  to  the  provision  of  new  dairy  and  sterilising  rooms. 

At  the  Kythe  Farm,  Sat ley,  new  milk  rooms  were  constructed  to 
complete  a  scheme  of  reconstruction  commenced  before  the  war. 
Langley  West  House  Farm,  had  the  sterilising  equipment  installed 
as  required  for  Accredited  Milk  Production. 

The  Hythe  and  Langley  West  House  Farms  were  registered  for 
Accredited  Milk  production  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of 
46  such  licensed  premises  in  the  area,  and  the  percentage  of 
Accredited  producers  in  your  area  is  28. 

As  there  were  380  Accredited  licences  in  force  in  the 
County  at  the  31st.  December  ,  it  will  be  seen  that  approximately 
12$  are  held  by  producers  in  your  area. 

Seven  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  examination  during 
the  year  and  four  were  satisfactory  In  alL  respects. 

Eighteen  reports  of  samples  were  received  through  the 
medium-  of  the  Milk  iesting  Scheme  for  our  information  and 
attention.  Of  this  total,  16  samples  were  clear  of  coliform 
contamination  and  8  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  Generally 
speaking,  the  unsatisfactory  results  coincided  with  faulty 
sterilisation  of  utensils,  thus  impairing  the  keeping  quality 
of  the  milk. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTIONS, 

The  bulk  of  the  district^  meat  supply  continues  to  be  issued 
from  the  area  Slaughterhouse  at  Consett,  and  apart  from  routine 
checks  on  certain  consignments  in  collaboration  with  the 
inspectional  staff,  our  activities  have  been  mostly  concerned 
with  timed- foods* 

A  summary  of  the  food- stuffs  condemned  is  as  follows:— 
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SCHEDULE  OF  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


r 

COMMODITY 

Ho. 

CAUSE 

• 

weigh®:. 

(Its); 

Hind quarter  Beef 

1 

Taint  and 

damage  by 

fire 

137 

For quarter  Beef 

2 

ii  ii 

it  it 

ti 

262 

Carcases  of  Mutton 

3 

ii  ii 

ii  ti 

it 

216 

T_inned  Meats 

50 

Punctured 

or  Blown 

Containers 

66f  | 

Tinned  Fish 

35 

it 

tt  it 

tt 

22i 

Tinned  Vegetables 

19 

it 

n  it 

tt 

12f 

Tinned  Milks 

144 

it 

n  i> 

tt 

130i  ; 

Tinned  Jams 

1 

tt 

ti  it 

it 

i  1 

!  Tinned  Syrups 

65 

tt 

ii  it 

ii 

34 

1  Butter  (3  packages) 

3 

Taint  or  Rancid 

1:1lJ 

Lard  (l  package) 

1 

tt  ii 

it 

1 

2- 

Dried  Fruits  (4  cases) 

4 

Moulds . 

112 

1006  lbs-, 

j 

Imported  Eggs.(l  case) 

i 

Rotted. 

24  dczi- 

